
1 
 

                                                     
 
 
 

Vancouver Demographic Report ς Sunset 
 
January 2019 
 
The Vancouver Early Years Partnership (VEYP) and the Human Early Partnership (HELP) collaborated on a 
research project to produce detailed demographic profiles for all 21 Vancouver Neighbourhoods.  
 
These profiles have gathered the key data that we know about children and families in our city into one 
place. 
 
The intention of these profiles is to encourage thought, reflection, conversation and the desire to know 
more and do more. Our hope is that this information provides local planning tables, service providers, 
government, funders and others the data needed to work collaboratively to make changes that will 
improve the lives of children and their families.  
 
Thank you to Barry Forer, our lead researcher, and Pippa Rowcliffe from HELP; Peter Marriott from the 
City of Vancouver; Claire Gram and Lianne Carley from Vancouver Coastal Health for your advice and 
support!  
 
Finally, many thanks to the Ministry of Children and Family Development, Children First, for funding this 
project.  
 
Together we can make a difference for children! 
 
Sincerely, on behalf of the Vancouver Early Years Partnership,  
 
Sandra Menzer   Kim Adamson 

                                      
Community Developer  Chair:  Steering Committee 
 
 
Our Mission:  To Strengthen the Early Years though Collaboration, Education and Research 
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MAPS OF VANCOUVER NEIGHBOURHOODS AND COMMUNITY HEALTH AREAS 
 

Neighbourhoods 

 
 
 

Local Health Areas (aka Community Health Areas) 
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POPULATION TRENDS 
 

Sunset: Number of Children by Age Group, 2006 to 2016 
 

 2006 2011 2016 

Aged 0 to 5 2,594 2,356 2,051 

Aged 6 to 12 3,029 2,970 2,615 

Aged 13 to 18 2,598 2,788 2,850 

Total Population 35,305 36,285 36,495 
Source: Census 

 

Sunset: Population Density (People per Hectare), by Age Group, 2006 to 2016 
 

 2006 2011 2016 

Aged 0 to 5 4.14 3.76 3.28 

Aged 6 to 12 4.84 4.74 4.18 

Aged 13 to 18 4.15 4.45 4.55 

Total Population 56.40 57.96 58.30 
Source: Census 

 

Percent of population aged 0 to 5, 6 to 12, and 13 to 18, 2006 to 2016  

 

2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016

% aged 0 to 5 % aged 6 to 12 % aged 13 to 18

Sunset 7.3 6.5 5.6 8.6 8.2 7.2 7.4 7.7 7.8

Vancouver 5.2 4.9 4.7 6.0 5.4 5.1 5.1 5.5 5.2
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Population Projections, by Vancouver Community Health Areas 
 

Community Health Area Age Group Year 2020 Year 2025 Year 2030 

City Centre 

Under age 1 1163 1311 1354 

Age 1 to 4 3003 4475 5220 

Age 5 to 9 1749 2673 4362 

Age 10 to 14 1497 1872 2413 

Downtown Eastside 

Under age 1 739 787 676 

Age 1 to 4 2317 2989 2828 

Age 5 to 9 1593 2709 3424 

Age 10 to 14 1334 1332 2448 

North East 

Under age 1 1217 1252 1158 

Age 1 to 4 4188 5013 4914 

Age 5 to 9 4245 5507 6314 

Age 10 to 14 4442 4339 5531 

West Side 

Under age 1 1086 1257 1513 

Age 1 to 4 4100 4665 5715 

Age 5 to 9 5373 5661 6431 

Age 10 to 14 7041 6716 7094 

Midtown 

Under age 1 1287 1311 1213 

Age 1 to 4 4355 4862 4651 

Age 5 to 9 3804 4794 5183 

Age 10 to 14 3347 3341 4231 

South Vancouver 

Under age 1 1256 1442 1449 

Age 1 to 4 4499 5478 5798 

Age 5 to 9 5437 5713 6884 

Age 10 to 14 6124 5730 6044 
Source: BC Stats, Based on the Component/Cohort-Survival method, 2017 base year estimate 
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FAMILY AND HOUSEHOLD STRUCTURE 
 

Marital Status 

  

 

2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016

% married or
living common-

law

% single (never
married)

% separated or
divorced

% widowed

Sunset 55.5 57.0 54.1 32.0 30.9 34.0 7.1 6.6 6.6 5.4 5.5 5.3

Vancouver 43.4 50.2 50.6 41.8 36.1 36.2 10.0 8.9 8.7 4.8 4.8 4.5
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Family Types, 2006 to 2016 

 
 

Families by Number of Children, 2006 to 2016 

 
 
  

 

2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016

% couples without
children

% couples with
children

% lone parent
families

Sunset 28.5 28.7 29.3 56.0 54.0 52.9 15.6 17.4 17.9

Vancouver 39.2 41.2 44.0 44.7 42.4 40.0 16.2 16.4 16.1
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2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016

% families with 1
child

% families with 2
children

% families with 3+
children

Sunset 40.6 42.2 42.6 39.8 40.6 41.9 19.6 17.4 15.5

Vancouver 48.6 49.8 51.6 38.0 38.1 37.8 13.4 12.1 10.6
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Lone Parent Families 
 

Sunset: Number of Lone Parent Families, 2006 to 2016 
 

 2006 2011 2016 

Total Number 1,500 1,710 1,745 

Female lone parents 1,270 1,375 1,445 

Male lone parents 235 335 305 
Source: Census 

 

Percent lone parent families, overall and female-led, 2006 to 2016 
 

  

 

2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016

% lone parent families
% female lone parent

families

Sunset 15.6 17.4 17.9 13.2 14.0 14.9

Vancouver 15.9 16.0 15.6 13.0 13.1 12.8
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FAMILY INCOME 
 

Median total family income (2015 dollars), all families with children under 18 and with children under 6, 
2005 to 2015 

 
 

Median total family income (2015 dollars), lone parent families with children under 18 and with children 
under 6, 2005 to 2015 
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Families Receiving Social Assistance 
 

Percent of families with at least one person receiving social assistance, all families with children under 18 
and with children under 6, 2005 to 2015 

 
 

Percent of families receiving social assistance, lone parent families with children under 18 and with 
children under 6, 2005 to 2015 
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Families Receiving Employment Insurance Income 
 

Percent of families with at least one person with Employment Insurance income, all families with children 
under 18 and with children under 6, 2005 to 2015 

 
 

Percent of families with Employment Insurance income, lone parent families with children under 18 and 
with children under 6, 2005 to 2015 
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GENDER-RELATED INCOME PATTERNS IN OPPOSITE-SEX COUPLES 
 

Percent female contribution to total income, opposite-sex couples with children under 18, and with 
children under 6, 2005 to 2015 
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Employment income by gender, opposite-sex couples with children under 18, 2005 to 2015 

 
 

Employment income by gender, opposite-sex couples with children under 6, 2005 to 2015 

 
  

 

2005 2010 2015 2005 2010 2015 2005 2010 2015 2005 2010 2015

no employment
income

  male only
employment income

female only
employment income

  both with
employment income

Sunset 4.2 5.4 4.2 18.7 17.7 16.5 6.7 6.0 5.8 70.4 71.0 73.5

Vancouver 6.9 8.6 7.6 18.5 18.2 16.6 6.9 6.8 6.7 67.8 66.4 69.1
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POVERTY / LOW INCOME 
 

Percent of families below the after-tax Low Income Measure, all families with children under 18 and with 
children under 6, 2005 to 2015 

 
 
 

Percent of families below the after-tax Low Income Measure, lone parent families with children under 18 
and with children under 6, 2005 to 2015 
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Percent of families below half of the after-tax Low Income Measure, all families with children under 18 
and with children under 6, 2005 to 2015 

 
 

Percent of families below half of the after-tax Low Income Measure, lone parent families with children 
under 18 and with children under 6, 2005 to 2015 
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INCOME INEQUALITY 
 
 

Gini Coefficient 
One common way of measuring distribution of income in a population is the Gini Coefficient, named 
after the Italian statistician who developed it in 1912. The values of the Gini Coefficient range from 0 to 
1, where 0 represents the situation where everyone in the population has exactly the same income, and 
1 represents the situation where only one person in the population has all of the income. Therefore, the 
higher the Gini Coefficient, the more income inequality there is in the population. People who live in 
places with higher levels of income inequality tend to have higher rates of poor health and social 
outcomes.  
 
 

Gini Coefficient, all families with children under 18 and with children under 6, 2005 to 2015 
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Gini Coefficient, lone parent families with children under 18 and with children under 6, 2005 to 2015 
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LANGUAGE 
 

Percent with a non-English mother tongue, 2006 to 2016 

 
 
 

 

Sunset: Top Ten* Non-English Mother Tongues, 2006 to 2016 
 

 2006 2011 2016 

Punjabi 27% 25% 20% 

Cantonese 12% 11% 14% 

Tagalog 6% 8% 10% 

Mandarin 2% 2% 4% 

Hindi 3% 3% 2% 

Vietnamese 3% 2% 2% 

Spanish 2% 2% 2% 

Tamil 1% 1% 1% 

Ilocano <1% <1% 1% 

German 2% 1% 1% 
*Top ten as of 2016 
Source: Census 
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Sunset 72.1 68.4 65.0

Vancouver 50.1 47.3 46.0
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Percent not speaking English at home, 2006 to 2016 

 
 

 
 

Sunset: Top Ten* Non-English Languages Spoken at Home, 2006 to 2016 
 

 2006 2011 2016 

Punjabi 23% 21% 14% 

Cantonese 10% 9% 10% 

Tagalog 4% 5% 6% 

Mandarin 1% 2% 3% 

Vietnamese 2% 2% 1% 

Hindi 2% 2% 1% 

Tamil 1% 1% 1% 

Spanish 1% 1% 1% 

Bengali 1% <1% 1% 

Urdu <1% 1% <1% 
*Top ten as of 2016 
Source: Census 
 

  

 

2006 2011 2016

% not speaking English at home

Sunset 51.6 47.3 41.3

Vancouver 32.8 29.3 26.7
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Percent with conversational knowledge of official languages, 2006 to 2016 
 

 
 

 
 

Sunset: Top Ten* Languages, Ability to Hold a Conversation, 2006 to 2016 
 

 2006 2011 2016 

English 88% 89% 91% 

Punjabi 30% 29% 24% 

Cantonese 13% 12% 16% 

Tagalog 9% 11% 13% 

Hindi 10% 8% 8% 

Mandarin 4% 4% 6% 

French 4% 5% 5% 

Spanish 3% 3% 3% 

Vietnamese 4% 4% 3% 

Tamil 1% 2% 2% 

Chinese, not specified 8% 6% <1% 
*Top ten as of 2016 
ά/ƘƛƴŜǎŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƭŜǎǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ нлмс ǘƘŀƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ 
Source: Census 
 

  

 

2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016

English French
Non-official

language only

Sunset 88.0 89.0 91.3 4.4 4.5 4.9 11.9 10.9 8.6

Vancouver 92.3 92.2 93.1 10.5 10.0 10.0 7.7 7.7 6.8
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VISIBLE MINORITIES 
 

Percent visible minorities overall, 2006 to 2016 

 
 

Percent various visible minorities, 2016  

 

82.6 83.2 82.9
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IMMIGRATION 
 

Percent of population that are immigrants, 2006 to 2016 

 
 

Number of Immigrants, All Vancouver Neighbourhoods, 2006 to 2016 
 

Neighbourhood 2006 2011 2016 

University Lands 5,080 6,205 6,870 

West Point Grey 4,000 4,380 4,785 

Kitsilano 10,695 10,520 11,580 

Mount Pleasant 8,495 8,030 9,095 

Strathcona 5,305 4,030 3,875 

Grandview-Woodland 8,905 8,035 7,715 

Hastings-Sunrise 16,930 16,160 15,305 

Renfrew-Collingwood 29,555 29,175 28,710 

Kensington-Cedar Cottage 24,230 23,710 22,535 

Cambie-Riley Park 11,420 11,120 10,270 

Shaughnessy/Arbutus-Ridge 11,625 12,120 11,265 

Dunbar-Southlands 6,955 7,250 7,960 

Kerrisdale 6,520 6,785 6,675 

Oakridge 7,715 7,930 7,715 

Sunset 21,415 21,405 20,160 

Victoria-Fraserview 17,965 17,725 18,160 

Killarney 15,345 14,795 15,120 

Fairview 8,705 8,890 9,560 

Marpole 13,610 13,365 13,105 

Downtown 19,315 22,530 26,380 

West End 12,350 11,005 13,155 

Vancouver Total 266,135 265,165 269,995 
Source: Census 
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Sunset: Top Ten* LƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΩ tƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ .ƛǊǘƘΣ Percent of All Immigrants, 2011 and 2016 
 

 2011 2016 

India 32% 28% 

Philippines 18% 23% 

China 15% 14% 

Hong Kong 7% 7% 

Viet Nam 5% 4% 

Sri Lanka 2% 2% 

Taiwan 1% 1% 

United Kingdom 1% 1% 

Pakistan 1% 1% 

United States 1% 1% 
*Top ten as of 2016 
Source: Census 

 

Immigrants, by generation status, 2011 and 2016 

  

 

2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016

% first generation
immigrants

% second generation
immigrants

% third or more
generation immigrants

Sunset 72.9 60.9 61.0 18.5 29.8 28.9 8.6 9.3 10.1

Vancouver 55.5 49.2 49.2 20.5 25.7 25.5 24.0 25.1 25.3
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Note: 2006 not included, since the reference population in 2006 (those aged 15 plus) was different than later censuses 
Source: Census 
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Immigrants: Percent by admission category, 2016 
 

 
  

 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Sunset
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SunsetVancouver

Economic 45.659.3

Family-sponsored 44.130.5

Refugee 9.48.5

Other 1.01.7

Source: Census 
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INDIGENOUS POPULATION 
 

Sunset: Number with Indigenous Identity, Overall and by Category 
 

 2006 2011 2016 

Overall 365 530 530 

First Nations 255 480 370 

Métis 65 50 145 

Inuk/Inuit 10 0 0 

Multiple Indigenous identities 35 0 0 

Other identities 0 0 20 
Source: Census 

 
 

Percent with Indigenous identity, 2006 to 2016  
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EDUCATION 
 

Sunset: Number, by Highest Educational Attainment for Those Aged 25 to 64 
 

Number 2006 2011 2016 

No high school graduation 3,545 2,740 2,620 

High school graduation or equivalent 4,920 5,125 5,185 

Post-secondary credential 10,960 12,395 12,030 
Source: Census 

 

Percent by highest educational attainment for those aged 25 to 64, 2006 to 2016  

 

2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016

%, no high school
graduation

% high school
graduation

% post-secondary
credential

Sunset 18.2 13.5 13.2 25.3 25.3 26.1 56.4 61.2 60.7

Vancouver 10.7 8.5 7.4 20.4 19.2 20.0 68.9 72.4 72.6
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OCCUPATIONS 
 

Sunset: Number, Each National Occupation Classification (NOC) Category, 2006 to 2016 
 

 2006 2011 2016 

Management 980 1,300 1,385 

Business, finance and administration 2,695 2,670 2,710 

Natural and applied sciences 870 1,150 1,135 

Health 1,085 1,205 1,375 

9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŀǿΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ϧ ƎƻǾΩǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 965 1,740 1,765 

Art, culture, recreation and sport 440 435 575 

Sales and service 6,690 6,580 7,265 

Trades, transport and equipment operators 2,675 2,610 2,650 

Natural resources, agriculture and related 425 265 250 

Manufacturing and utilities 1,190 915 685 
Source: Census 

 

Sunset: Percent, Each National Occupation Classification (NOC) Category, 2006 to 2016 
 

 2006 2011 2016 

Management 5.3 6.9 7.0 

Business, finance and administration 14.7 14.2 13.7 

Natural and applied sciences 4.7 6.1 5.7 

Health 5.9 6.4 6.9 

9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŀǿΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ϧ ƎƻǾΩǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 5.3 9.2 8.9 

Art, culture, recreation and sport 2.4 2.3 2.9 

Sales and service 36.4 34.9 36.7 

Trades, transport and equipment operators 14.6 13.8 13.4 

Natural resources, agriculture and related 2.3 1.4 1.3 

Manufacturing and utilities 6.5 4.9 3.5 
Source: Census 
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SHELTER 

Dwelling Types, 2006 to 2016 

 
 
 

Home ownership and housing stress*, 2006 to 2016 

 
 

 

2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016

% detached
houses

% apartments
5+ floors

% apartments
under 5 floors

% duplexes

Sunset 24.4 23.4 16.5 0.1 0.1 0.0 21.2 20.9 23.0 52.0 52.8 56.6

Vancouver19.1 17.9 14.4 24.1 26.5 27.4 35.0 33.4 32.5 16.6 17.0 18.3
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2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016

% dwellings that
are owned

% owners with
housing stress

% tenants with
housing stress

Sunset 59.2 58.3 53.3 32.4 29.9 29.3 37.4 39.1 37.7

Vancouver 48.0 48.6 46.9 29.3 29.2 28.0 44.9 45.7 44.2
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Note: Some relatively rare dwelling types not included (e.g., row housing) 
Source: Census 

*Housing stress means that an owner or tenant spends 30% or more of income on shelter costs 
Source: Census 
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Average monthly costs of renting and owning (2016 dollars), 2006 to 2016 

 
 

 

Average home value (2016 dollars), 2006 to 2016  

 

2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016

Average monthly costs of
renting

Average monthly costs of
owning

Sunset $905 $966 $1,112 $1,369 $1,445 $1,669

Vancouver $1,065 $1,174 $1,317 $1,414 $1,538 $1,681
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LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION AND UNEMPLOYMENT 
 

Labour force participation, age 15 plus, 2006 to 2016 

 
 

Unemployment rate, age 15 plus, 2006 to 2016 

 
 

Percent of Working Population with Full-Year, Full-Time Employment, 2016 
Sunset: 42.3% 
Vancouver: 48.8% 
 
Percent of Working Population Who Work in the City of Vancouver, 2016 
Sunset: 61.6% 
Vancouver: 68.7%  
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RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY 
 

Percent who have moved in the past year, and in the past five years, 2006 to 2016 

 
  

 

2006 2011 2016 2006 2011 2016

% moved in past 1 year
% moved in the past 5

years

Sunset 15.8 12.7 15.7 44.7 38.0 41.0

Vancouver 19.7 17.8 17.7 50.7 46.7 47.3
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HELP SES INDEX 
 
The HELP SES Index is a composite of seven census and taxfiler variables (see below) that together are 
particularly strong in accounting for the differences in EDI vulnerability rates across the province. The 
Index is set to an arbitrary value of 100 for the province in 2006. The HELP SES Index provides one 
overall SES number that can be used to show changes in SES over time, or to compare neighbourhoods 
at one point in time. 
 
 

Sunset: Components of the HELP SES Index, 2006 to 2016 
 

 2006 2011 2016 

% without a high school diploma 18.3 13.5 13.2 

% not speaking either English or French at home 51.5 47.1 41.1 

% lone parent families 15.6 17.4 17.9 

% below after-tax Low Income measure, families 
with children under 6 

28.2 24.0 19.6 

% reporting investment income, families with 
children under 18 

14.9 16.3 19.9 

% with total incomes at least twice the provincial 
median, families with children under 18 

16.4 19.4 23.7 

% below after-tax Low Income measure, lone 
parent families with children under 6 

70.6 60.7 60.7 

Source: Census and Taxfiler 

 
 

HELP SES Index, 2006 to 2016 

 
 

 

2006 2011 2016

SES Index

Sunset 83.7 90.8 95.5

Vancouver 98.4 106.8 111.9

British Columbia 100.0 103.6 106.9
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EDI TRENDS 
 
Links:  
Vancouver Community Profile 
Vancouver Subscales Report 
Data Library page with Excel file with all EDI scales for Waves 2 to 6 
 

 

http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/media/edi_w6_communityprofiles/edi_w6_communityprofile_sd_39.pdf
http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/media/subscales_wave_6_sept_2017/w6_edi_subscale_community_profile_-_39_vancouver.pdf
http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/maps/data/
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MDI TRENDS 

MDI Grade 4 (2014) 
Link:  
Vancouver Grade 4 MDI Report (2014) 

 

http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/media/mapsets/MDI/2014/grade_4/mdi_grade_4_2013-14_-_sd39_vancouver.pdf







































