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Human Development Research Review: Aims and Scope 

HELP’s Human Development Research Review (HELP Reads) aims to expand awareness of topics in human development, 
particularly social epigenetics, social determinants of health, socio-emotional learning, Aboriginal children and youth, and 
family policy. HELP Reads connects health academics, advocates, and professionals with online and publicly available 
research, news, and information. This review focuses on listing articles relevant to human development research activities at 
HELP. The review accepts and welcomes contributions provided they meet HELP Reads standards. This review is not official 
or peer reviewed. It does not cover all research, news, and information, and HELP is not responsible for the accuracy of the 
content from media or databases. How to access the items? Click on the link related to each entry and it should take you to 
the item. Not all links are open access; some are abstract links where paid journal subscription is required.  
HELP Reads is posted monthly; please see: www.earlylearning.ubc.ca/library/citations 
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EDITOR PICKS 

A review of neighbourhood effects and early child development: 
How, where and for whom, do neighbourhoods matter?   
 
Lead author: Anita Minh, Research Assistant, Human Early Learning 
Partnership, UBC 
“This scoping review of 42 studies of neighborhood effects on developmental 
health for children ages 0-6 focuses on three themes… With respect to which 
neighborhood characteristics affect early child development, we examine 
evidence on mediation and/or moderation effects.” 
  

Engaging Indigenous families in a community-based Indigenous 
early childhood programme in British Columbia, Canada: a cultural 
safety perspective. 
 
Dr. Alison Gerlach, HELP Honorary Research Associate; 2017.  
“This article is part of a larger study that explored how an Indigenous early 
intervention programme in British Columbia (BC), Canada, known as the 
'Aboriginal Infant Development Program' (AIDP), influenced family and 
children's health and well-being and was responsive to child health inequities.” 
  
A surgical intervention in the body of politic: Generation Squeeze 
applies the Advocacy Coalition Framework to social determinants 
of health knowledge translation.   
 
Dr. Paul Kershaw, Associate Professor, UBC 
“Guided by the “health political science” literature, the intervention builds a non-
profit coalition to perform science-based, non-partisan democratic engagement 
to increase incentives for policy-makers to translate Social Determinants of 
Health research about younger generations into government budget 
investments.” 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
UNICEF. Building the future: children and sustainable 
development goals in rich countries.  
Innocenti Report card 14 – “This is the first report to assess the status of 
children in 41 high-income countries in relation to the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) identified as most important for child well-being. It ranks 
countries based on their performance and details the challenges and 
opportunities that advanced economies face in achieving global commitments to 
children.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28528276
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28528276
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28569385
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28569385
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28569385
https://journal.cpha.ca/index.php/cjph/article/view/5881
https://journal.cpha.ca/index.php/cjph/article/view/5881
https://journal.cpha.ca/index.php/cjph/article/view/5881
https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/1620/
https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/1620/
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HUMAN DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH REVIEW 
 

HELP FACULTY and AFFILIATE (selected publications) 

1. Carpiano RM, Fitz NS. Public attitudes toward child undervaccination: a randomized experiment on 
evaluations, stigmatizing orientations, and support for policies. Soc Sci Med. 2017;185:127-36. 
Available from: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953617303088. 

2. Gerlach AJ, Browne AJ, Greenwood M. Engaging indigenous families in a community‐based indigenous 
early childhood programme in british columbia, canada: a cultural safety perspective. Health & 
Social Care in the Community. 2017. Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28569385. 

3. Gopalan S, Carja O, Fagny M, Patin E, Myrick JW, McEwen LM, et al. Trends in DNA methylation with age 
replicate across diverse human populations. Genetics. 2017. Available from: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28533441. 

4. Kershaw P, Swanson E, Stucchi A. A surgical intervention for the body politic: Generation Squeeze 
applies the Advocacy Coalition Framework to social determinants of health knowledge 
translation. 2017. 2017;108(2):6. Available from: 
https://journal.cpha.ca/index.php/cjph/article/view/5881. 

5. Minh A, Muhajarine N, Janus M, Brownell M, Guhn M. A review of neighborhood effects and early child 
development: How, where, and for whom, do neighborhoods matter? Health Place. 2017;46:155-74. 
Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28528276. 

6. Verschoor CP, McEwen LM, Kohli V, Wolfson C, Bowdish DM, Raina P, et al. The relation between DNA 
methylation patterns and serum cytokine levels in community-dwelling adults: a preliminary 
study. BMC Genet. 2017;18(1):57. Available from: 
https://bmcgenet.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12863-017-0525-3. 

 

HELP RESOURCES 
1. Human Early Learning Partnership.  Discover MDI: A Field Guide to Well-Being in Middle Childhood. 

Vancouver, BC: University of British Columbia, School of Population and Public Health; 2017. Available 
from: http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/blog/2017/feb/23/discover-mdi-field-guide-well-being-middle-
childho/. 

 

BIOLOGY/NEUROBIOLOGY (“early experiences”) 

1. Coimbra BM, Carvalho CM, Moretti PN, Mello MF, Belangero SI. Stress-related telomere length in children: 
a systematic review. J Psychiatr Res. 2017;92:47-54. Available from: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28407508. 

2. Groh AM, Narayan AJ, Bakermans-Kranenburg MJ, Roisman GI, Vaughn BE, Fearon RMP, et al. Attachment 
and temperament in the early life course: a meta-analytic review. Child Dev. 2017;88(3):770-95. 
Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27868182. 

3. Gunnar MR. Social buffering of stress in development: a career perspective. Perspect Psychol Sci. 
2017;12(3):355-73. Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28544861. 

4. Kolb B, Harker A, Mychasiuk R, de Melo SR, Gibb R. Stress and prefrontal cortical plasticity in the 
developing brain. Cognitive Development. 2017;42:15-26. Available from: 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S088520141630051X. 

5. Madigan S, Wade M, Plamondon A, Jenkins JM. Trajectories of maternal depressive symptoms in the 
early childhood period and family-wide clustering of risk. J Affect Disord. 2017;215:49-55. Available 
from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28319691. 
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28533441
https://journal.cpha.ca/index.php/cjph/article/view/5881
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28528276
https://bmcgenet.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12863-017-0525-3
http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/blog/2017/feb/23/discover-mdi-field-guide-well-being-middle-childho/
http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/blog/2017/feb/23/discover-mdi-field-guide-well-being-middle-childho/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28407508
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27868182
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28544861
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S088520141630051X
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28319691
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6. Madigan S, Wade M, Plamondon A, Maguire JL, Jenkins JM. Maternal adverse childhood experience 
and infant health: biomedical and psychosocial risks as intermediary mechanisms. The Journal of 
Pediatrics. 2017. Available from: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022347617305991. 

7. McHutchison CA, Backhouse EV, Cvoro V, Shenkin SD, Wardlaw JM. Education, socioeconomic status 
and intelligence in childhood and stroke risk in later life: A meta-analysis. Epidemiology. 
2017;28(4):608-18. Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28410350. 

 

CHILDCARE, ECD SERVICES 
1. Province of British Columbia. Factsheet: Support for child care and early years in B.C.  Victoria, BC: 

Ministry of Children and Family Development; 2017; Available from: 
https://news.gov.bc.ca/factsheets/support-for-child-care-and-early-years-in-bc. 

 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT (GENERAL) 
1. Brelsford V, Meints K, Gee N, Pfeffer K. Animal-assisted interventions in the classroom—a systematic 

review. Int J Environ Res Public Health. 2017;14(7):669. Available from: http://www.mdpi.com/1660-
4601/14/7/669. 

2. Carson V, Hunter S, Kuzik N, Wiebe SA, Spence JC, Friedman A, et al. Systematic review of physical 
activity and cognitive development in early childhood. J Sci Med Sport. 2016;19(7):573-8. Available 
from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26197943. 

3. Clasen LE, Jensen de López K. BookFun – ‘There's more to it than reading a book’ – Implementing a 
Danish early literacy programme that supports professionalism, language development and social 
inclusion. Journal of Early Childhood Literacy. 2017;17(2):254-79. Available from: 
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1468798416638405. 

4. Cremone A, Kurdziel LBF, Fraticelli-Torres A, McDermott JM, Spencer RMC. Napping reduces 
emotional attention bias during early childhood. Developmental Science. 2017;20(4). Available from: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27287732. 

5. Dittinger E, Chobert J, Ziegler JC, Besson M. Fast brain plasticity during word learning in musically-
trained children. Front Hum Neurosci. 2017;11. Available from: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5427084/. 

6. Gardner-Neblett N, Holochwost S, Gallagher K, Iruka I, Odom S, Bruno E. Books and toddlers in child 
care: Under what conditions are children most engaged? Child Youth Care Forum. 2017;46(4):473-93. 
Available from: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10566-017-9391-4. 

7. Garriguet D, Colley R, Bushnik T. Parent-child association in physical activity and sedentary 
behaviour. Health Rep. 2017. Available from: http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/olc-cel/olc.action?objId=82-
003-X201700614827&objType=47&lang=en&limit=0. 

8. Hesketh K, O'Malley C, Paes V, Moore H, Summerbell C, Ong K, et al. Determinants of change in 
physical activity in children 0-6 years of age: a systematic review of quantitative literature. Sports 
Med. 2017;47(7):1349-74. Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27988875. 

9. Hidding L, Altenburg T, van Ekris E, Chinapaw M. Why do children engage in sedentary behavior? 
Child- and parent-perceived determinants. Int J Environ Res Public Health. 2017;14(7):671. Available 
from: http://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/14/7/671. 

10. Knopf A. Put down the phone, pick up your feet: the importance of physical activity for young 
people. Brown University Child & Adolescent Behavior Letter. 2017;33:1-2. Available from: 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/cbl.30228/full. 

11. Ling J, Robbins LB, Wen F, Zhang N. Lifestyle interventions in preschool children: a meta-analysis of 
effectiveness. Am J Prev Med. 2017;53(1):102-12. Available from: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28237633. 
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12. Nury E, Sarti A, Dijkstra C, Seidell J, Dedding C. Sowing seeds for healthier diets: children’s 
perspectives on school gardening. Int J Environ Res Public Health. 2017;14(7):688. Available from: 
http://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/14/7/688. 

13. Pyle A, DeLuca C. Assessment in play-based kindergarten classrooms: an empirical study of teacher 
perspectives and practices. Journal of Educational Research. 2017;110(5):457-66. Available from: 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00220671.2015.1118005. 

14. Reed J, Hirsh-Pasek K, Golinkoff RM. Learning on hold: cell phones sidetrack parent-child 
interactions. Dev Psychol. 2017. Available from: 
http://psycnet.apa.org/index.cfm?fa=search.displayrecord&uid=2017-27611-001. 

 

INDIGENOUS 

1. Brunger F, Wall D. “What do they really mean by partnerships?” Questioning the unquestionable 
good in ethics guidelines promoting community engagement in indigenous health research. Qual 
Health Res. 2016;26(13):1862-77. Available from: 
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1049732316649158. 

2. Congress of Aboriginal Peoples.  Indigenous early learning and child care urban, rural and remote 
regional roundtable discussion guide Ottawa, ON: Congress of Aboriginal Peoples; 2017 Jun. 
Available from: http://abo-peoples.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Indigenous-ELCC-Discussion-
Guide-CAP-1.pdf. 

3. First Nations Information Governance Centre.  Our data, our stories, our future: the national report 
of the First Nations Regional Early Childhood, Education and Employment Survey. Akwesasne, ON: 
FNIGC; 2016 Jul. Available from: 
http://fnigc.ca/sites/default/files/docs/fnigc_fnreees_national_report_2016_en_final_28072016_0.pdf. 

4. First Nations Leadership Council.  Action framework: reconciliation, self-determination, and self-
government for Indigenous children, families and nations in BC. Kamloops, BC: BC Assembly of First 
Nations; 2016. Available from: http://bcafn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/CF-2016-09-01-Framework-
on-Children-Families_FinalDraftforBCChiefs.pdf. 

5. Galley V, Gessner S, Herbert T, Thompson KT, Williams LWa.  Indigenous languages recognition, 
preservation and revitalization. A report on the national dialogue session on indigenous 
languages. Brentwood Bay, BC: First Peoples' Cultural Council; 2016. Available from: 
http://www.fpcc.ca/files/PDF/General/FPCC__National_Dialogue_Session_Report_Final.pdf. 

6. Lyall J, Turcot M, Egotak L, Storr M, Ryan AC. Investing in the future: Inuit early childhood 
development in Inuit Nunangat [PPT].  International Meeting on Indigenous Child Health; 
Apr2017.Available from: https://www.cps.ca/uploads/imich/E21Lyall.pdf. 

7. Margeson A, Gray S. Interventions aimed at the prevention of childhood injuries in the indigenous 
populations in Canada, Australia and New Zealand in the last 20 years: a systematic review. Int J 
Environ Res Public Health. 2017;14(6):589. Available from: http://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/14/6/589. 

8. Moore C, Castleden HE, Tirone S, Martin D. Implementing the Tri-Council Policy on ethical research 
involving Indigenous Peoples in Canada: So, how’s that going in Mi’kma’ki? International 
Indigenous Policy Journal. 2017;8(2). Available from: http://ir.lib.uwo.ca/iipj/vol8/iss2/4. 

9. National Collaborating Center for Aboriginal Health.  Resources booklet. Prince George, BC: NCCAH; 
2017 Spring/Summer. Available from: https://issuu.com/nccah-ccnsa/docs/resourcebooklet-spring-
2017-en?e=17954620/49526568. 

10. Safruk AM, McGregor E, Whitfield Aslund ML, Cheung PH, Pinsent C, Jackson BJ, et al. The influence of 
lead content in drinking water, household dust, soil, and paint on blood lead levels of children in 
Flin Flon, Manitoba and Creighton, Saskatchewan. Sci Total Environ. 2017;593/594:202-10. Available 
from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28343040. 
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http://abo-peoples.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Indigenous-ELCC-Discussion-Guide-CAP-1.pdf
http://fnigc.ca/sites/default/files/docs/fnigc_fnreees_national_report_2016_en_final_28072016_0.pdf
http://bcafn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/CF-2016-09-01-Framework-on-Children-Families_FinalDraftforBCChiefs.pdf
http://bcafn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/CF-2016-09-01-Framework-on-Children-Families_FinalDraftforBCChiefs.pdf
http://www.fpcc.ca/files/PDF/General/FPCC__National_Dialogue_Session_Report_Final.pdf
https://www.cps.ca/uploads/imich/E21Lyall.pdf
http://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/14/6/589
http://ir.lib.uwo.ca/iipj/vol8/iss2/4
https://issuu.com/nccah-ccnsa/docs/resourcebooklet-spring-2017-en?e=17954620/49526568
https://issuu.com/nccah-ccnsa/docs/resourcebooklet-spring-2017-en?e=17954620/49526568
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28343040
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11. Sarche M, Tafoya G, Croy CD, Hill K. American Indian and Alaska native boys: Early childhood risk 
and resilience amidst context and culture. Infant Mental Health Journal. 2017;38(1):115-27. Available 
from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27966785. 

12. Sayers JM, Cleary M, Hunt GE, Burmeister OK. Service and infrastructure needs to support recovery 
programmes for Indigenous community mental health consumers. Int J Ment Health Nurs. 
2017;26(2):142-50. Available from: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/inm.12287. 

13. Schultz K, Cattaneo LB, Sabina C, Brunner L, Jackson S, Serrata JV. Key roles of community 
connectedness in healing from trauma. Psychol Violence. 2016;6(1):42-8. Available from: 
https://ncfy.acf.hhs.gov/library/2016/key-roles-community-connectedness-healing-trauma. 

 

MIDDLE YEARS 

1. Hodder RK, Freund M, Wolfenden L, Bowman J, Nepal S, Dray J, et al. Systematic review of universal 
school-based 'resilience' interventions targeting adolescent tobacco, alcohol or illicit substance 
use: a meta-analysis. Prev Med. 2017;100:248-68. Available from: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4039828/. 

2. Konishi C, Miyazaki Y, Hymel S, Waterhouse T. Investigating associations between school climate and 
bullying in secondary schools: multilevel contextual effects modeling. Sch Psychol Int. 
2017;38(3):240-63. Available from: http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0143034316688730. 

3. Laurens KR, Tzoumakis S, Dean K, Brinkman SA, Bore M, Lenroot RK, et al. The 2015 Middle Childhood 
Survey (MCS) of mental health and well-being at age 11 years in an Australian population cohort. 
BMJ Open. 2017;7(6):e016244-e. Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28645979. 

4. Leman PJ, Smith EP, Petersen AC, the SERI, International C. Introduction to the special section of child 
development on positive youth development in diverse and global contexts. Child Dev. 2017. 
Available from: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/cdev.12860. 

5. Marchand V. The state of children from birth to age 5 across developed nations: how do their 
early childhood policies compare? . Durham, NC: Duke University; 2017. Available from: 
https://dukespace.lib.duke.edu/dspace/bitstream/handle/10161/14218/Marchand_Virginie_Thesis.pdf. 

6. Rudolph MD, Miranda-Domínguez O, Cohen AO, Breiner K, Steinberg L, Bonnie RJ, et al. At risk of 
being risky: the relationship between 'brain age' under emotional states and risk preference. Dev 
Cogn Neurosci. 2017;24:93-106. Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28279917. 

7. Smith EP, Witherspoon DP, Wayne Osgood D. Positive youth development among diverse racial–
ethnic children: Quality afterschool contexts as developmental assets. Child Dev. 2017. Available 
from: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/cdev.12870. 

8. Thomaes S, Sedikides C, van den Bos N, Hutteman R, Reijntjes A. Happy to be “me?” authenticity, 
psychological need satisfaction, and subjective well-being in adolescence. Child Dev. 2017. 
Available from: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/cdev.12867. 

 

PARTNERSHIPS, HUBS, INTEGRATED CENTRES/SERVICES 
1. Alaca B, Rocca C, Maggi S. Understanding communities through the eyes and voices of children. 

Early Child Development & Care. 2017;187(7):1095-113. Available from: 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03004430.2016.1155567. 

 

POLICY, PRACTICE, INTERVENTIONS 

1. Anderson JK, Howarth E, Vainre M, Jones PB, Humphrey A. A scoping literature review of service-level 
barriers for access and engagement with mental health services for children and young people.  
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Child Youth Serv Rev. 2017;77:164-76. Available from: 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740916304753. 

2. Canadian Council on Social Determinants of Health. Implementing multi-sectoral healthy child 
development initiatives: lessons learned from community-based interventions (Mar, 2017). 
Available from: http://ccsdh.ca/images/uploads/Implementing_Multi-Sectoral_HCD_Initiatives.pdf. 

3. Cox J. Access to child and youth mental health services in BC. Barriers, recommendations, and 
strategies for improvement [MA thesis]. Victoria, BC: University of Victoria; 2017. Available from: 
http://dspace.library.uvic.ca:8080/bitstream/handle/1828/8010/Cox_Julia_MA_2017.pdf?sequence=1&is
Allowed=y. 

4. Grumi S, Milani L, Di Blasio P. Risk assessment in a multicultural context: Risk and protective factors 
in the decision to place children in foster care. Children & Youth Services Review. 2017;77:69-75. 
Available from: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0190740917303146. 

5. Herczog M. Investing in children: the best way to prevent separation from parents and families. 
Child Abuse Negl. 2017. Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28583383. 

6. Institute for Clinical and Evaluative Sciences.  The mental health of children and youth in Ontario. 
2017 Scorecard Summary. Toronto, ON: ICES; 2017 Jun. Available from: 
https://www.ices.on.ca/~/media/Files/Atlases-Reports/2017/MHASEF/Summary.ashx. 

7. Leonard PSJ. Do school junk food bans improve student health?: evidence from Canada. Canadian 
Public Policy. 2017;43(2):105-19. Available from: https://muse.jhu.edu/article/663222/pdf. 

8. Olstad DL, Ancilotto R, Teychenne M, Minaker LM, Taber DR, Raine KD, et al. Can targeted policies 
reduce obesity and improve obesity-related behaviours in socioeconomically disadvantaged 
populations? A systematic review. Obes Rev. 2017;18(7):791-807. Available from: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28434185. 
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